
Almost 1 year after Nepal’s earthquake: your help is still sincerely needed! 
 
On the 25th of April 2015 Nepal was shaken to its foundations. The country was hit by a severe 
earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8 on the Richter scale. This earthquake, along with the 
numerous aftershocks, resulted in enormous devastations: nearly 9,000 Nepalese died, more than 
14,000 people were wounded, over 500,000 houses were destroyed and more than 3 million 
people were made homeless.  
 

    
 
Ruined houses after the earthquake in Kathmandu (2015) 
 
Personally, we were deeply moved by the aftermaths of this earthquake. We saw in the news that 
the historic city of Bhaktapur (a UNESCO world heritage site because of its ancient temple 
complexes) lay in ruins, which brought back memories of our earlier journey in 2001 to this special 
place. At that moment, we were making a photo documentary about the annual Gai Jatra festival. 
During this festival, inhabitants of Bhaktapur commemorate their family members who died during 
the previous year. In a colourful procession, pictures are carried around throughout the streets. 
Children dress as cows in reference to the Hindu belief that a cow will accompany the deceased 
after death. It is told that this tradition came into existence when the youngest son of King Pratap 
Malla, who reigned from 1641 until 1674, died. His wife was so upset that the king looked for a 
way to cheer her up. A carnival-like procession was organised during which inhabitants of the city 
(dressed in humorous costumes and as cows) passed by the queen. The story says that this helped 
her to give her sadness a place. In this way, she understood that she was not the only one in the 
city who has to carry the loss of a dear one. Nowadays, also, the festival helps people to accept the 
reality of death, and helps them to realise that they are not alone in this. 
 

   
 
Remembrance of deceased family members: the Gai Jatra festival in Bhaktapur (2001) 
 
Because of these earlier experiences in Nepal and Bhaktapur, it affected us strongly when we saw 
the devastations after the severe 2015 earthquake. It reminded us of our own vulnerability and the 
vulnerability we all share together. Within a few seconds the lives of thousands of people were 
destroyed. Simultaneously, the collapse of multiple temples also swept away large parts of their 
shared history and identity. 
 
An important part of the tragedy was that the earthquake was particularly damaging to the houses 
of the poorest people. Whether in remote, mountainous regions or in cities such as Kathmandu or 
Bhaktapur; the people who had the least were left sitting forlorn on the debris of what had been 
their homes. In first instance, they were too traumatised and too scared of further aftershocks and 
devastation, to be able to go ahead and to start their lives again.  
 
However, the disaster did not only hit those at the bottom of Nepalese society. After the civil war 
that ravaged the country from 1996 to 2006, keeping many tourists away, the Nepalese economy 



had slowly recovered. Accounting for 60 % of Nepal’s GDP, tourism became one of the most 
important economic sources. But after the earthquake, the reality is that those, who previously 
earned their money with offering overnight stays and trekking tours through the Himalayan 
mountains, have hit hard times. 
 

      
 
Before and after the earthquake:  
Buddhist temples built by king Pratap Malla in 1641 (Swayambhunath, Kathmandu) 
 
After the earthquake, we decided to build a website that offers a platform to raise donations for 
local Nepalese aid organizations, all of which have done philanthropic work within Nepalese society 
for numerous years. Think, for instance, about projects for helping out homeless children, fighting 
against child labour, the construction of schools and projects in the field of healthcare. With our 
website we also hope to bring their efforts after the earthquake to your attention. The 
organizations on the website are all deeply embedded in Nepalese society and know how things 
work locally. Therefore, they are able to give efficient help with relatively little means.  
 
We selected local Nepalese aid organizations based on the experiences of diverse (Dutch) people 
we know who live in Nepal. Also, in August 2015, we were happy to visit Nepal again together after 
14 years; one of our goals during this journey was to find appropriate organisations for the 
website. After this trip, we sent a questionnaire to several of these aid organisations with questions 
about their history, their organisational structure, earlier results accomplished and their goals for 
reconstruction and aid activities after the earthquake. On the website www.supportnepal.nl we give 
an overview of their answers. These organisations have all stated that they have a clear 
commitment to offer earthquake relief activities in the long term.  
 

  
 
Relief activities by local organizations after the earthquake (Sources: GMIN & VIN) 
 
As the initiators of this website initiative, we do not have any personal interest in any of the 
mentioned local aid organisations. The only goal of the website is to offer you some background 
information. We hope this resource will help you determine whether you want to support one of 
these organisations. Almost one year after the earthquake, your help is still desperately needed. 
We hope to invite you to make this decision and to determine whether you want to put your trust 
in one of them. Personally, we are very impressed by the activities that have been performed by 
the listed organizations after the earthquake!  
 
Lea Koelemeijer & Martijn Hessels 


